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Track athlete, accounting major dies Saturday
By Corryn Brock
Editor-in-Chief I@corryn_brock
Jason Aguilar, a sophomore accounting major and track athlete, died Saturday
night.
Coles County Coroner Ed Schniers said
the cause of death is unknown at this time
but an autopsy is scheduled for Wednesday
morning. Schniers said the time of death
was 8:14 p.m.
In an email to students, Vice President
for Student Affairs Anne Flaherty shared information for students who are grieving at
this time.
The counseling clinic can be reached at
581-3413 and a 24-hour crisis line can be
reached at (866) 567-2400.
Flaherty also shared condolences in her
email.
"Our thoughts and utmost sympathies go
out to all those impacted by this unexpected
loss, and especially to Jason Aguilar's family, friends, and track teammates. The loss
of any student pains us all. As we cope with
our own personal and private feelings of
grief and sorrow over this loss, we ask that
everyone in our EIU community lift each
other up in support and healing," Flaherty's
email read. " ... (University President David
Glassman) and (Provost Jay Gatrell) join us
in expressing our most profound sympathies
to those closest to this loss, and we courteously ask at this time for everyone to respect the personal privacy of Jason's family

and friends as they cope with this tragic and
unfortunate event."
Aguilar competed in hurdles and sprints
for Eastern's track team.
In a statement from Eastern Athletics,
Eastern Athletic Director Tom Michael and
Director of Track and Field Keith Roberts
said they are working to support students
impacted by Aguilar's death.
"We are extremely saddened by the news
of Jason's passing. Our thoughts and prayers
go out to his family during this emotional time," Michael said. "At this time we
are doing everything we can to support our
student-athletes and coaches as they work
through this tragedy of dealing with the loss
of one of their own."
"Words cannot express the heartache our
team is feeling after learning of the passing of Jason Aguilar. Jason was a part of our
EIU Track Family and we are saddened by
his passing at such a young age," Roberts
said. "Our thoughts and prayers are with
those who loved him dearly, including the
members of our Panther family."
Several of Aguilar's teammates took to
Twitter to express their feelings on his
death.
"Always had something positive to say
to you, after every race, every PR, every
bad race he always texted me with positive
words," Adam Swanson, a sophomore criminology major, tweeted. "Jason Aguilar was
a real teammate and a great person. You will
be missed but never forgotten ."

"It's hard to put into words the emotions
my teammates and I are feeling right now.
Jason was an exceptional person teammate
and friend," Riley Baker, a junior kinesiology major, tweeted. "The world lost a great
person."
Friends of Aguilar shared their memories
of him.
"Jason was a great person, he always literally put others before himself. He would
do anything to make sure that you were taken care of and had a smile on your face. He
wanted nothing but the best for anyone,
all he wanted was for himself and the people he surrounded himself with to succeed,"
sophomore sport management major, Jaheel Perrin, said. "Jason was one of my closest friends, we did and went everywhere together. We had an unbreakable friendship
that nothing and/or no one could get in between."
Former Director of Track and Field Brenton Emanuel, who recruited Aguilar to
Eastern, said Aguilar was the perfect example of Eastern's motto "bleed blue."
"My heart hurts for everyone that knew
Jason. He was a great young man. Worked
hard on and off the track. The EIU mantra of bleed blue was so evident in Jason.
He cared so much for the program and his
teammates," Emanuel said. "Jason's family was so proud of him becoming a Division
1 athlete. The recruiting call with his family and telling them why we were so interested in him, you could tell in their voices they

Jason Aguilar
were so proud of him. He was just a great
kid that will be missed by so many."

Autumn Shulz contributed to this article.
Corryn Brock can be reached at 581-2812 orat
deneic@eiu.edu.

Ralston String
Quartet plays
Doudna
By Ethan Schobernd
Campus Reporter I@DEN_news
The Ralston String Quartet received a
standing ovation after their performance in
the Recital Hall at the Doudna Fine Arts
Center Friday night.
With a nearly sold-out show, the group
performed three different pieces from Joseph Haydn, Gabriela Lena Frank and Antonin Dvorak.
When the quartet was finished and started their bows, the entire audience rose with
applause.
Emily Ross, a sophomore music education major, shared her enjoyment of the
performance the group put on.
"I thought the performance was exhilarating," Ross said. "There was so much variety between each piece that I was kept on
my toes the whole time. From Baroque to
more contemporary pieces, they were able
to tell a story through each one. It was obvious that each of the members of the quartet have such a passion for music performance."
The quartet's first piece was composed by
the classical composer, Joseph Haydn.
They played his four movements from
"String Quartet in B minor Op. 22 No. l ."
Each movement contrasted each other in
speed and style.
QUARTET, page 5
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Rianna Rothermel, a sophomore early child education major and Caleigh Miller, a junior sports management major, wear carved out pumpkins
in the spirit of Halloween during the Greeks and Treats event Sunday night.

Greeks celebrate Halloween with connnunity
By Kyara Morales-Rodriguez
Associate News Editor I@DEN_news
Hundreds of participants of all ages
walked around Greek Court during the
chilly Sunday night, getting candy from
all the different Greek organizations at the
"Greeks and Treats" event.
Dressed as witches, ghosts, clowns and
more, participants also got to play games
some of the organizations set up and enjoy
refreshments such as apple cider and rice

krispy treats.
Jack Drueke, a junior construction management major, is a member of Sigma Phi
Epsilon. He is also the vice president of
Eastern's lnterfraternity Council and the
vice president of membership development
at IFC.
Greeks and Treats is an event hosted by
all the fraternities and sororities under lnterfraternity Council, Panhellenic Council and National Pan-.Hellcnic Council.
Drueke said this event was a good oppor-

tunity for the community to get to know
Greek organizations.
"It gives them an opportunity to see what
Greek life really is about," Drueke said.
"[Greek life is] about giving back and about
being there for people and building on each
other's success and just helping out one another."
Greeks and Treats was not hosted last
year due to COVID-19, so Drueke said he
was glad that they were able to host it this
year.
GREEKS , page 5
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Apollo Device sings "Used to the Darkness" by Des Roes at the Martin Luther King Jr. Grand Ballroom stage at the EIU Pride Drag Show Saturday night. "I
really enjoyed doing it my second time, and I can't wait to do it again;• Apollo Device said.

Drag show brings out talent
By Katja Benz
Campus Reporter I@DEN_news

do it last year because of COVID, so I
did feel very much nerves, but I got over
it because I was like 'you know what,
Get social with The Daily Eastern News
Dozens of members of the Eastern this is what I love to do,"' Paniagua said.
community gathered in the MLK Jr.
The show also had an MC, who was
The Daily Eastern News
Union's Grand Ballroom to see drag a sophomore chemistry major, Cayleigh
performs lip-sync and dance Friday Rath. This was Rath's first time hosting
dailyeasternnews
night.
the drag show.
The Student Drag Show was hosted
"I thought it was absolutely wonderlsJ @DEN_news
by EIU Pride. Prior to the COVID-19 ful," Rath said. 'J\11 the drag kings and
Visit our website: dailyeasternnews.com pandemic, EIU Pride hosted a drag queens literally killed it. The crowd was
show every semester. However, because perfectly hype and was absolutely paAb9ut
of the guidelines in place for the 2020- tient here."
The Daily Eastern News is produced by the students of
Eastern Illinois University. It is published daily Mon2021 school year, the drag shows were
Daniel Robins, sophomore special
day through Friday, in Charleston, Ill., during fall and
canceled last year.
education major, attended the drag
spring semesters and online during the summer term
Tanya Willard is the coordinator for show and said he enjoyed the event.
except during university vacations or examinations.
One copy per day is free to students and faculty. Addithe Center for Gender and Sexual Di"I thought they were all really fun
tional copies can be obtained for 50 cents each in the
versity. She is also the Director of New and interesting in their own way," RobStudent Publications Office in Buzzard Hall.
Student and Family Programs at East- ins said. "I felt like each performance
Advertising
em, as well as one of the advisers for showed something about the performTo place an advertisement or classified ad in The
EIU Pride.
er. I thought it was just a really fun exDaily Eastern News, call the ads office at SSl-2812
or fax 581-2923. Visit our on line advertisements at
"This was really hard for them last perience overall."
dailyeasternnews.com/classrfieds.
year," Willard said. "They tried to do
Dontae Milner, an astronomy major,
it a couple of times virtually. And we performed as Nema. This was Milner' s
Comments /Tips
Contact any of the above staff members if you believe
couldn't really get it off the ground."
third drag performance at Eastern.
your information is relevant.
Atlas Hennegan, senior English and
"I think they loved it because I think
philosophy major, is the vice president I was the only one that went there with
Corrections
The Daily Eastern News is committed to accuracy in its
of EIU Pride.
the whole Halloween spooky thing, escoverage of the news. Any factual error the staff finds
"I think it was great," Hennegan said. pecially with the blood," Milner said.
or is made aware of by its readers will be corrected as
promptly as possible. Please report any fadual error
"It definitdy shows that people still care
Jurnee Evans, a senior English major,
you find to Editor-in-Chief Corryn Brock at 581-2812.
about pride. People still want to support was a performer in the show. They perBY D'AJANd JACKSON I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
us and still want to go to drag shows."
formed as Apollo Device.
Employment
Lady Lexapro sings "Pretty in Pink" by Scene Queen on the Martin Luther
If you would like to work for The Daily Eastern News
At this semeter's show, there were
Evans said they think a drag show is
King Jr. Grand Ballroom stage at the Saturday night drag show. Audience
as a reporter, photographer, columnist, cartoon8
performers:
Apollo
Device,
Nezha,
a
good
thing to experience in order to
ist, copy editor, designer or videographer, please
members could tip the performers in a variety of ways including bills,
lzack D. Storm, Roxy Flare, Chanel La- learn more about what drag is.
visit at the newsroom at 1811 Buzzard Hall.
Venmo, Cashapp and PayPal.
nae, Papa Cock, Mid-West Queen and
"I think it's a good opportunity to
Printed by Eastern Illinois University
Lady Lex:apro. Some of these perform- experience different types of art," Ev- people don't understand that this is an Paniagua said. "That's my favorite thing
on soy ink and recycled paper.
ers performed twice during the show.
ans said. "That's what drag is, it's a type art form that regular people enjoy do- because I may be enjoying it, but I want
Luis Paniagua, a senior graphic de- of art. It's just good to culture yourself ing."
others to enjoy it. When I hear that or
Attention postmaster. Send
address changes to:
sign major, performed as Chanel Lanae I feel like it's a piece of culture that a
Some performers said that they enjoy when I see smiles and all that."
/'>:\.,,
The Daily Eastern News
during the drag show. He said he likes lot of people aren't familiar with. If they seeing the audience's reaction to their
'::,.../~
1802 Buzzard Hall
. beingonstage:. ,·.,; . . . . , . .
, . , 3:[e, it's on_ly ~h.r ough' RuPaul's Drag character.
Katja8enzcanbereachedat581TA,·~
Eastern Illinois University
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Chanel Lanae sings "BO$$" by Fifth Harmony at the Martin Luther King Jr. Grand Ballroom stage at the EIU Pride Drag Show Saturday night. "I hope everyone enjoyed the show, and support local queer artists and happy Halloween:'

BY ROB LE CATES
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Papa Cock sings "Spooky Scary Skeletons" by Undead Thomstone Remix at at the Martin Luther King Jr. Grand Ballroom at the EIU Pride Drag Show Saturday night. "I was so stressed out
about this becuse I'm technically in charge of it," Papa Cock said. "So I'm glad that everything
ran smoothly:'

BY ROB LE CATES

I THE DAILY EASTERN
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Nezha sings "In the Next Life;" by Kim Petras at the Martin Luther King Jr. Grand Ballroom
stage at the Saturday night drag show. "I think [the audience] loved it because I think I was
.t ile pnly, Qmnvhp.~Uy went there with.a. wlllE: H~llo~~en SRO.O,ky ~blog, especjaJly witt, the,
blood," Nezha said.
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Roxy Flare poses with their tips collected from singing Mr. Brightside by The Killers at the
Martin Luther King Jr. Grand Ballroom at the EIU Pride Drag Show Saturday night. Audience
members could tip1he performers in a variety of w~ys including bills,,Venmo, Cashapp and

, 'PayPa1. .
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4 OPINIONS
STAFF EDITORIAL

Our condolences to the

friends, family of Aguilar
We at The Daily Eastern News would
like to offer our sincerest condolences to
the family, friends and teammates of Jason
Aguilar.
Sunday night, as our staff sat down to
find information about Jason, we found a
bright, caring young man whose impact we
can only imagine. His friends shared memories of Jason and how kind of a person he
was.
They told us of his constant support and
cheerleading for his teammates and how seriously he took his position on Eastern's
track team.
We learned about how many people knew
and loved Jason. How much he cared for
them and how much they cared for him.
On his social media, we saw how active he was in social justice movements and
fighting for causes of equality. It was clear
to us how important those movements were
to him.
We also were able to see how funny Jason
was with tweets he shared, as well as how
seriously he took his sport.
With any death, and especially with the
death of a young person like Jason, there is
never a right time for it.
There will never be a good time to lose
someone you hold so close to your heart.
However, there is never a bad time to celebrate the lives of the loved ones we have

Quote of the Day:

lost.
Going forward, there will be many opportunities to celebrate Jason and the ways
he touched the lives of those around him.
For his teammates, when you win a race,
remember how he would have been cheering you on. Or perhaps how he would cheer
you up after a loss.
For his friends, remember his love for
you and how he wished for your success on
every level. Honor his memory by working
hard and succeeding in all of the ways he
would have wanted you to.
For his family, we wish we had the right
words to make any part of this feel better.
We thank you for making a man who left
such a big impact on those around him.
Though the hole he leaves behind in the
lives of everyone who knew him is big, we
know that such a hole can only be made
when someone is as loved as Jason was.
The road of mourning that is ahead will
not be easy. It will hurt.
However, in these times, lean on one another for support. Find healing in each other.
While it is easy to focus on the loss you
are experiencing, remember how much you
have gained by knowing Jason.
e majority opinion o

he Daily Eastern News.

PHOTO COURTESY OF EASTERN ATHLETICS

Jason Aguilar, a sophomore accounting major, died Saturday night. The cause of death is currently unknown.

"And we wept that one so lovely should have a life so brief. "
William Cullen Bryant

COLUMNS

Inclusivity much needed in Marvel Cinematic Universe
As the result of my upbringing, I am a huge
Marvel fan. My Dad used to buy my sister and I
superhero comics when we were younger and we
had a tradition of going to see every new Marvel movie on opening night at our favorite theater. As big of a fan I am I noticed something
that many fans from marginalized communities noticed, most Marvel movies lacked diversity. As a young Black woman, of course I would
notice a lack of both Black and woman characters in Marvel movies, especially the lack in leading roles and main casts. Only recently has Marvel taken steps to show more diversity in their
movies.
Of the total 25 movies that encompass the
Marvel Cinematic Universe, very few include
leading roles and casts that don't stray from being predominantly male and white. Only one

grounds, features an LGBT
Marvel movie is led by a
character and family, and
Black character ("Black
includes a deaf superhePanther") and prero. Although I find this as
dominantly Black cast.
something worth recogniOnly one movie lead
tion, there are several peoby an Asian character
ple who have criticized this
("Shang Chi & the Ten
movie for being too "woke"
Rings") and predomiand "politically correct."
nantly Asian cast. Only
These criticisms are made
two movies have women
by fans who are used to beas leads ("Captain MarDestiny Blanchard
vel", "Black Widow").
ing represented on screen
The remaining 21 movies are lead by either white that are uncomfortable seeing their favorite film
franchise feature people who a different than
men or predominately white main casts.
The newest Marvel movie being released on them. Although "Eternals" has not been seen
Nov. 5th is the "Eternals." This movie could be by the public, several bigoted fans have been reconsidered the most diverse Marvel movie as view bombing sites such as rotten tomatoes, and
it has main characters of different ethnic back- IMBD with complaints due to the fact that there

is LGBT representation and claim that the film's
inclusion has only been done to "tick all the Hollywood woke boxes." I won't disagree that Hollywood has had tendencies to only include diversity when they see it convenient, but that doesn't
mean that inclusivity is not an absolute necessity.
One of "Eternals" actors, Kumail Nanjianl,
has responded to the hate simply by tweeting,
"Looks like we're upsetting the right people."
We've spent years watching Marvel make movies that show representation for the same people
who left those hateful comments. It's about time
we've had Marvel movies that cater to the unrepresented.

Destiny Blanchard is a senior management major.
Shecanbereachedat581-2812oratdblanchard@
eiu.edu.

Men need more space, a bigger voice in body positivity movement
For years, the body positivity movement has put
women at the forefront, focusing on providing representation in the mainstream media of women of all
sizes. Though the body positivity movement still has
a long way to go to properly represent all women, it
has an even longer way to go for men.
Men who are not built like Greek Gods are rarely
treated with respect-not in movies, not in the fashion industry, not in real life. They are often treated
as the butt of the joke, not as a human being with
feelings. The proof is evident in the way that Jonah
Hill was treated for years, with his body being treated like a punchline by the media and by the public for years.
I will say that the body positivity movement has
been doing better in recent years, and it has helped
men feel more represented and more confident.
For example, when Savage x Fenty released its first
campaign featuring plus-size model Steven Green, it

dangerous. For example, someone addicted to exercise could continue working out despite suffering
injuries or illness and could experience withdrawal
symptoms when unable to work out. Also, according to the National Association for Males with Eating Disorders, men account for between 25 and 40
percent of those with eating disorders.
I think we have a tendency to forget that men can
feel insecure and that they deserve to feel confident.
They deserve to open up a magazine and see men
who look like them. My hope is that some day in the
not-so-distant future, there will be so much representation that it won't be a big deal when we see models,
actors and singers of all shapes and sizes in our magazines and on our 1V screens. It will be the standard.
Kyara Morales-Rodriguez is a senior English major.
Shecanbereachedat581-2B12orknmoralesrodriguez@eiu.edu.
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was a huge moment in the
household names, we don't
body positivity movement
see many male models malebecause that kind of repreing the same strides female
sentation is so rarely seen in
models have. More reprefuhion.
sentation of men of all body
Green even said to Hightypes could help them not
snobiety that after the camfeel so pressured to fit cerpaign came out, he "had so
tain body standards, such as
many men across the world
the "superhero body."
reach out to me and exAccording to a 2012
press how that moment has
study from the American
changed their lives and alKyara Morales-Rodriguez Academy of Pediatrics, 90
lowed them to feel a confidence about themselves percent of boys in middle and high school exercise
that they have never felt before. They finally felt seen at least occasionally in order to "bulk up." Exercisin the media especially in fashion." Unfortunate- ing can be a good thing, but it can be just as harmful
ly, there hasn't been much space in mainstream me- when done to deal with body image issues.
dia to represent men of all shapes and sizes, not in
According to the Newport Institute, male body
the same scale as women have been. While models disorders can lead not only to eating disorders, but
like Ashley Graham and Barbie Ferreira have become also to exercise addiction, which can be incredibly
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» QUARTET
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Each of the musicians used
strong movements and breathing
techniques to communicate with
each other throughout the piece.
Ross talked about the way the
string players communicated with
each other as they were playing.
"My biggest educational take
away from the performance is definitely the silent communication
between each member of the quartet," Ross said. "The first violinist

»

especially communicated so much
through body language and facial
expressions. Each of them moved
expressively in their own ways while
keeping an intense synchronization
of the music."
She also provided her point of
view of watching the quartet perform being a string player herself.
"As a music education student
with an instrumental focus in cello,
I tried to take lots of mental note,"
said Ross.
The second piece was called
"Leyendas: An Andean Walkabout." This was a more contempo-

rary piece written by Gabriela Lena
Frank.
The piece combined a multitude
of styles and techniques from the
string quartet to mimic the sounds
of different instruments to tell stories.
The Ralston Sting Quartet
plucked their strings and stomped
their feet throughout the piece's six
movements: "Toyos," "Tarqueda,"
"Himno de Zampaiias," "Chasqui,"
"Chanto de Velorio," and "Coqueteos."
The final piece was written by the
Czech composer, Antonfn Dvorak

was titled "String Quartet No. 12 in
F, Op. 96, 'American."'
Dvorak wrote the piece during
a time when America was known
as the "New World." He composed
the string quartet to interpret the
sounds that would capture the essence of America, hence the inclusion of "American" in the title.
Ross talked about how the
Rals"ton String Quartet has inspired
her as a musician.
"This is something I'm striving
for as a I'm currently learning similar techniques to use in a small ensemble setting," Ross said. "I was

s

actually able to receive some guidance on this from the quartet themselves the day before the performance during their master class!"
After watching the Ralston String
Quartet, Ross said she would like tc
watch them again.
"I would love to attend another performance," Ross said. "The}
were so enjoyable to watch as wer
as educational, so I would definite•
ly take the opportunity ·to see then:
again."
Ethan Schobernd can be reached ai
581-2812 or ejschobernd@eiu.edu.

GREEKS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
"After COVID, all of us were
really excited to have an event like
this or just have something kind
of start up and get going, because
now everything's slowly back to
normal," Drueke said. "I think it
was a pretty good turnout in general. It seems like all the fraternity houses and sorority houses
out here are having a good time,
and there's a ton of people from
the community that came out, so
in my eyes this is a success right
now."
Drueke said that hopefully this
event "will lead to better things
here in the furure with the community and involvement."
Many members of Greek life
said that they enjoyed seeing the
community come together, one
being Raiven Jones, a senior biochemistry major.
Jones is the secretary of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority Incorporated.
She said this was her first time
participating in Greeks and Treats.
"It feels amazing. I'm very excited. I was so happy to see it,"
Jones said. "I was actually back in
our sorority patio, but I noticed
that nobody was coming to the
back of Greek Court, so I came
to the Egg where I saw everybody
else and just kind of joined the
party. Everybody was very welcoming to wherever chapter house
I could sit at the patio and give
out candy."
Jones said that it was "mind
blowing" seeing everybody from
Greek life and the community
come together to celebrate.
Holli Phillips, a Charleston resident, took her son trick-or-treating at Greek Court.
She said that this was the second time she had attended the
event, with the first time being
two years ago.
"This is one of our favorite
events to come to," Phillips said.
"The kids love it. We love that
the college kids dress up and participate. Everybody's fun and the
roads are closed down, so it's safe.
We love coming here."
Ambrie Zanton, a Charleston
resident, also attended the event.
She went to Greeks and Treats to
trick-or-treat with her family and
her friend.
Zanton said she heard about
the event because her mom works
at Eastern, and that she thought it
was "pretty fun."
She said it was cool seeing college students interacting with the
community.
"I kind of just moved here this
summer, so my old town didn't
do anything this, really," Zanton
said. "I think it's cool how everyone, all the sororities and stuff,
are here."

ASHANTI THOMAS I THE DAILY EASTERN NEW!

Raiven Jones, a senior biochemistry major and member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated and Luis Paniagua, a senior graphic design major
and member of Alpha Psi Lambda, National Incorporated participates in Greeks and Treats and hands out candy to trick-or-treaters Sunday night.

Kyara Morales-Rodriguez can be
reached at581-2812 or knmoralesro- ·

d'rigue~~eiu.edu. . Holli Phillips takes

ASHANTI THOMAS I THE DAILY EASTERN NEW!

tt~i StOfl. t~ the Greeks and Tr.eclts event Halloween ni9,ht ~o he can paint srnall. pumpkil'\S
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Halloween festivities

ASHANTI THOMAS
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Annika Giancaspro, a freshman studio art major dressed up as a black cat, Michele Sangster, a freshman biochemistry m1jor.pr7-~s:~ up...aJ ~u,~b~r !~ve_~rom :~e:d~name~ Kids Next Door, and
Isabella Nantes, a freshman public relations major dressed up as Velma Dinkley, play musical chairs during Andrews Hall's Spooky Ooky night in the basement Friday night.
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and 30-minute student
lead news broadcast.
Stop by 1802 Buzzard Hall for more
information.
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Panthers lose after struggles in 2nd half
By Autumn Schulz
Assistant Sports Editor I@DEN_Sports
The Eastern football team had a 9-7
lead at halftime on Saturday afternoon
against Southeast Missouri but could
not hold on for the win as they fell 3815. Head coach Adam Cushing credits
the loss to getting beat in all phases of the
game.
"Obviously, we had a heck of a first
half and you look back at the last three
weeks that's kind of what we have been
doing," he said. ''Weve been playing good
football in the first half: complementary football, took the ball away, capitalized
on it, and took a few chances. We haven't
come out in the second half and played all
that well, pretty consiste;tly. We got beat
in all phases in today and that's on us as
coaches. We have got to give_our young
men better opportunities."
The Panthers had a promising first
half on Saturday afternoon and it all began with the defense. With a little more
than ten minutes to go in the first quarter, safety Jordan Vmcent forced Rt:dhawk
wide receiver Rashaan Palmer to fumble
at the EIU 21-yard line. Vmcent rerurned
the fumble for 51 yards, deep into Redhawks territory.
Linebacker Jason Johnson led the defense with 14 tackles, Vincent followed
behind with eight tackles to add to his
forced fumble and recovery.
The offense would use their field position to their advantage, allowing quarterback Otto Kuhns to connect with wide
receiver Isaiah Hill for a 5-yard touchdown run giving the Panthers a 6-0 lead
after the extra point was missed.
It was Kuhns and Hill that led the
offense Saturday afternoon to 362 total yards. Kuhns was l 4-of-30, passing
for 211 yards and one touchdown. Hill
would finish the day with 11 catches for
207 yards and one touchdown. He also
added three rushes for nine yards with one
rushing touchdown.
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Eastern head coach Adam Cushing (center) expresses displeasures with a call on the field in Eastern's Homecoming Game against Tennessee State on
Oct. 23 at O'Brien Field. Eastern lost to the Tigers 28-0.

Cushing said that having Hill back to
the offense makes an enormous difference.
"Isaiah makes an enormous difference
in the offense. Evidence by the plays he
makes out there, but it's because of the
way he practices," he said. "He practices incredibly hard and goes that speed every single play that he is in, practice or a
game. There is no difference and that is
why he can have that level of success on
the field. So, it's really exciting to have him
back, obviously."
The Redhawks would respond with a
Geno Hess 17-yard touchdown run, putting them on~topL7-GS't'.i't the i>~\b.'ers
would go in to halftime with a 9-7 lead after a successful 41-yard field goal by Stone
Galloway.
The Rt:dhawks outrushed the Panthers

on the ground 167-87 with running back
Jadin Benefield leading the way for the
Panthers with 40 yards.
Hess rushed for 65 yards in the first
half and was limited to just 107 yards
overall. Cushing said that the defense did
a great job but the offense just could not
back them up.
"I thought first half defense did a great
job. We did not do a great job offensively in the second half of playing complementary football, giving the defense some
rest, that kind of thing," he said. "They
battled well and but obviously SEMO,
coach Matukewicz and his staff did a nic.e
job otreally'just sticking with their game
plan and eventually just kind of cracking
through it."
The halftime lead for the Panthers
would soon be erased, however, by the

start of the second ha!£ Freshman super
back Daniel Luoma kicked off 51 yards to
the SEMO 14-yard line where Redhawk
defensive back Shabari Davis would return it for an 86-yard touchdown giving
the Rt:dhawks a 14-9 lead.
The Rt:dhawks would continue to own
the game after that. Quarterback CJ Ogbonna would tack on a 24-yard touchdown run to end the third quarter, pushing the lead to 24-9. Ogbonna completed 9-of-16 passes for 197 yards and two
touchdowns.
With about ten minutes to go in the
fourth quarter, Ogbonna connected
with Johnny King on a 33-yard touchdown pass, putting them on top 31-9 after a successful field goal attempt by Kenny Doak.
The Panthers would go on one last run

as Kuhns connected with Hill for a 16yard touchdown pass, cutting the Redhawks' lead to 31-15 as the 2-point conversion attempt was picked off in the end
zone.
The Rt:dhawks took advantage of good
field position after they recovered an onside kick at the Ell 44-yard line. Ogbonna would haul in a 23-yard touchdown
pass to Rashaan Palmer, followed by a
Doak field goal, sealing the 38-15 victory.
The Panthers fell to 1-8 overall, 1-3 in
the OVC. The Redhawks improved to
3-6 on the season, 3-1 in the OVC.
The Panthers will open the month of
November on the road against Austin
Peay next Saturday.
Autumn Schulz can be reached at
581-2812 or acschulz@eiu.edu.
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Men's cross country team wins OVC
By Adam Tumino

Sports Editor I@adam_tumino
It was quite the weekend for the
Eastern cross country teams.
The men's team won the OVC
Championship for the secondstraight season, and ninth time
overall, Saturday morning in
Nashville. The women's team finished third.
Both teams also had the top two
individual finishers, with Dustin
Hatfield and Jaime Marcos placing first and second in the 8K for
the men and Lindsey Carlson and
Kate Bushue doing the same for
the women's side .
.Hatfield and Carlson entered
the race after having been named
Male and Female Runners of the
Year on Friday afternoon.
The winning time for Hatfield
was 24:31.5, 17.6 seconds ahead
of Marcos. Rounding out the top
five for Eastern was Trevor Murphy in ninth place, Franky Romano in 11th place and Richie Jacobo in 12th.
They had 35 points, four ahead The Eastern men's cross country team
overall in the event. ·
of second-place Belmont.
Carlson placed first with a time
of 17:47.9, 28 seconds ahead of Jeff Jonaitis in 2003.
•Bushue in second.
He was named Runner of the
Eastern' s top five runners Satur- , Week three times during the seaday also included Avani Flanagan son.
He also set a new school record
in 14th place, Mackenzie Aldridge
in 21st place and Katie Springer in the 8K with a time of 23:28.2
and also posted the fourth best
in 22nd place.
The women's team had 60 time in school history later in the
points, placing behind second- season.
Carlson, in her first season runplace Tennessee Tech with 48
points and champions Belmont ning cross country at the college
level, recorded the second-fastest
with 36 points.
Hatfield became the fourth 5K time in school history with a
Eastern runner to win the OVC time of 17 :25 .1 in the Louisville
Runner of the Year award and the Cross Country Classic on Oct. 2,
which is also where Hatfield set
first since 2003.
Previous Eastern athletes that the record.
were named Runner of the Year
In addition to Hatfield, the
are Jason Bialka in 2000 and men's team had five other runners
2001, Kyle O'Brien in 2002 and given All-OVC honors.
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starts the race in the EIU Walt Crawford Open on Sept. 3 at the Tom Woodall Panther Trail. The team placed first

Marcos was named first team
All-OVC with Hatfield while
Murphy, Romano, Jacobo and
Adam Swanson were given second
team honors.
For the women's team Bushue was named first team All-OVC
along with Carlson. Flanagan was
named second team All-Ov"C.
The conference honors extended beyond the runners, as Eastern
coach Erin Howarth was named
Men's Coach of the Year for the
second straight season.
She was also named Women's
Coach of the Year in 2019 and
2011.
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Adam Tumino can be reached at 58 72812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu.

Eastern runner Lindsey Carlson (left) turns into the final stretch in the EIU
Walt Crawford Open on Sept. 3. Carlson placed first in the event.

Volleyball team extends win streak to 3 matches
By Adam Tumino

Sports Editor I@adam_tumino
The Eastern volleyball team was
able to snap a 13-match losing streak
last Tuesday, and after this weekend
have now flipped that losing streak
into a three-match winning streak.
The Panthers won a pair of matches at home against Tennessee State
on Friday and Saturday, improving
their conference record to 3-11.
Eastern is now in eighth place in
the conference after being in I 0th
place last week. They have jumped
Southern Illinois-Edwardsville and
Tennessee State, the two teams they
have beaten, in the standings.
Their winning streak is the second~longest active winning streak
in the OVC, trailing only Morehead
State's 12-rhatch winning streak.
The Panthers had to come from
behind in Friday's match to get the
win.
They were able to win the first set
25-18, but then dropped a pair of
close sets 26-24 and 25-23 to fall behind 2-1 in the match.
But Eastern' responded in the
fourth set, winning 25-20, and then
took the fifth set 15-12 to claim the
match.
In the match, Eastern outhit Tennessee State .129 to .122 and 59 kills
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Members of the Eastern volleyball team celebrate a point from the bench during Eastern's match against Tennessee State Saturday at Lantz Arena. Eastern won the match 3-1.

to the Tigers' 57.
The Tigers were led by Aniya Williams with 12 kills and a libero Gina

Rivera Ortiz with a game-high 25
digs.
Eastern was led by Danielle Allen

with 17 kills, Ireland Hieb with I 6
kills and Ella Collins with 14 kills.
Hieb also hit .433, the most in the

match by a player with more than 3
kills. She also added 4 block assists
to lead the team with 18 points.
On Saturday, the Panthers won
the first set once again to grab an
early lead, and then won the second
set as well, both by the score of 2518.
Tennessee State responded to win
the third set 25-22, but could not
hold off Eastern in the fourth set.
The Panthers won the set 25-22
to sweep the weekend series with the
Tigers.
Allen and Hieb once again led the
team in kills, with Allen getting 17
kills for the second-straight match.
Hieb added 15 kills and a team-high
6 block assists.
For Tennessee State Rivera, Ortiz once again posted a game-high
with 25 digs, this time reaching that
number in four sets instead of five.
They were led offensively by Mion
Weldon with 12 kills and Williams
with 10.
Eastern has four matcfies left
this season, with two road matches
against Tennessee Tech coming up
next weekend.
The Golden Eagles are 7-7 in conference play this season.
Adam Tumino can be reached at 5812812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu.

